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Your Excellency the President of the Republic of Uganda,
Honourable Ministers, our Cultural Leaders and the Akiriket, Elders, Women of Karamoja, our Security Forces, the Karacuna, invited guests, ladies and gentlemen.
Your Excellency, you are most welcome to Karamoja.
And look at what you have come and found. Drums, not gunshots. Dancing, not running. Young men standing here in broad daylight, in the open, with empty hands and open faces. Some of us never thought we would live to see this day.
On behalf of the people of Karamoja, and especially the Karacuna, I thank you for the presidential pardon. When many had already written our young men off, you looked at them and saw sons, not criminals. You gave them a second chance, and they have used it. They have chosen peace. They are rebuilding their lives. We thank you for believing in them when it was not fashionable to do so.
Let me also thank the Karacuna themselves for accepting peace — nobody can force peace into a man’s heart. I thank the Women’s Peace Forum, our mothers who walked from manyatta to manyatta talking sense into their own sons. I thank our elders and the Akiriket. And I thank our security forces, who did a hard job with patience.
Your Excellency, peace must eat. A hungry peace does not last long.
So we are very happy about what has come after the guns. We thank the Microfinance Support Centre, its Board Chairperson and Directors, for the fifty million shillings given to each of our SACCOs. Today we have twelve — nine belonging to the Karacuna and three belonging to our women. Your Excellency, these are not just savings groups. They are peace kept somewhere safe, where a young man can find it when he needs it. They help our people save, borrow, start businesses and stand on their own feet.
We also thank you for the visit that took 120 of our people to Western Uganda. They went to look. They came back talking of nothing else — the milk sold every morning, the improved animals, the money that comes from a farm that is well kept. They came back asking one question: if it can be done there, why not here?
And Your Excellency, something has happened that I want you to hear from my own mouth. The Karacuna have gone back onto the old routes — but now they go carrying money, not bullets. They buy cattle and grain from Lango and sell here. They cross to the Toposa in South Sudan. They trade with our cousins in Turkana. They carry manufactured goods out and bring back animals, grain and profit. The raiding routes are becoming trading routes. The old corridors of war are becoming corridors of business.
Now, Your Excellency, allow me to come with a short shopping list.
First, strengthen the twelve SACCOs with block funding and affordable credit — a small pilot in each district, beginning with the groups that have already proved themselves.
Second, give them land to work: livestock zones and block farms where they can keep improved animals, grow and conserve pasture, make hay and fatten cattle for the market. Let those farms become schools, so the neighbours can come and learn.
Third, where the rain and the soil allow, let them plant high-value crops — cashew nuts, and cocoa where it can grow.
Fourth, lorries on affordable credit, even just a few to start. Today our people sell cheaply at the roadside to a middleman who carries the animal away and carries the profit with it. Give the SACCOs wheels, and the profit will remain in Karamoja.
Your Excellency, we do not want the Karacuna remembered for what they once took. We want them remembered for what they will build. To invest in the Karacuna is to invest in a peace that lasts.
Thank you for the amnesty. Thank you for the disarmament. Thank you for giving our young people a new beginning.
May peace bring development, and may development keep the peace.

Alakara noi.   For God and my Country.
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