IYRP YOUTH DECLARATION
Kobebe Declaration-21.11.2025
Advancing Resilient Rangelands and Sustainable Pastoralism in Eastern Africa.
Eastern Africa Pastoralist Youth Gathering – Kobebe Rangeland Water Dam, Moroto District

Theme: “Youth and Pastoralism: Advancing Youth Voices for Peace, Climate Justice, and Resilience”
We, pastoralist youth of the IYRP2026, who gathered in Moroto District, Uganda, for this historic first gathering on Eastern Africa pastoralist youth on 20th and 21st November 2025, addressed major regional challenges and discussed ways to promote solidarity, equality and sustainability as key pillars of inclusive participation of young shepherds and pastoralists in decision making and climate resilience. 
For the first time, Pastoralist Youth Leaders and shepherds have convened in Kobebe-Karamoja, Uganda. In the spirit of Ubuntu, we recognise that individual Eastern Africa nations cannot thrive in isolation. The African philosophy of Ubuntu, often translated as “I am because we are”, emphasises the interconnectedness of individuals within a broader communal, societal, economic, and environmental context. We have more similarities than differences as pastoralist communities and this calls for our unity to co-design our future together.
We meet against the backdrop of rising political and economic constraints coupled with climate change and resource competition and instability, heightened resource conflicts and food insecurity, deepening inequality, increasing pastoral household economic uncertainty and fragmentation. In the face of the challenging climate and environment, we underscore our belief in multilateral cooperation to collectively address shared challenges. We note with distress the immense human suffering and the adverse impact of wars and conflicts around the world.
We young people commit to empower our respective pastoralist communities, securing their rights, and sustaining rangeland ecosystems for current and future generations and WE THE YOUTH MUST TAKE THE LEAD.
 We recognise that pastoralism is more than livestock production; it represents people, heritage, land tenure, and ecological systems. It sustains food security, climate resilience, adaptation, biodiversity, carbon sequestration, tourism, cultural diversity, and provides social safety nets while fostering peace and security. Ignoring pastoralism means neglecting a vital pillar of sustainable development and environmental heritage within the Rangelands and Grasslands of Africa. “Pastoralism is already in the future of climate resilience”
We recognise that carbon credit is a green investment but undermines the pastoral livelihood resilience with  the global north’s rush for soil carbon credits in the global south. This is a critical threat to the stability of our food systems and sovereignty. Moreover, it can’t provide a complete solution to the already experienced climate change challenges.
Aware of the Indiscriminate bush burning and pest control practices by pastoralists communities for example among the Karamojong pastoralists in the guise of tick control and pasture rejuvenation undermines the cry of pasture shortages. Therefore, adopting better approaches of parasite control and livestock feed technologies should be the areas of focus by government, researchers and development partners.
Land tenure, rights, heritage -The youths urge that:
1. We should protect communal land tenure systems and prevent land grabbing, unsustainable Agricultural and forest plantations, and extractive activities in our grazing landscapes.
2. The government to endorse the shepherds’ request to declare Kobebe Rangeland Water Valley Dam a UNESCO man-made biosphere and heritage site, a critical resource for biodiversity and cross-border pastoral mobility for Turkana and Karamojong pastoralists of Kenya and Uganda.
3. Pastoralists and youth should have a compulsory stake in land concessions and investments such as mining industries in rangelands; Not just Royalties and surface rights.
Youth Engagement and leadership
1. The youth perspectives must be at the center of decision making, not just participants invited to be seen and not to be heard. This includes policy processes, rangeland investment, ownership of productive assets for sustainable development, among others.
2. Upgrade rangeland value chains along pastoralism and innovation in technologies to increase employment opportunities for the youth amidst the shrinking spaces that will not allow all to participate in active pastoralism.
3. Many youths are active in the pastoral and human rights spaces; especially land rights. This calls for their protection, collaborations and capacity building to effectively represent the vulnerable.
Pastoral mobility, peace and security
1. Pastoralists need formal representation in regional bodies like the East Africa Legislative Assembly, AU, RECs to ensure their voices guide land governance and mobility decisions.
2. Initiatives like IYRP should promote pastoralism as an inclusion agenda and protect communities from marginalization, land loss, and harmful rangeland development initiatives.
3. Protected areas, tourism, and the shift to a monetary economy must not undermine pastoralism— a coexistence and fair access are essential for sustaining rangelands and livelihoods.
Policy and global advocacy
1. Strengthen Inclusive, Rights-Based Policies that Promote youth-led, Indigenous Knowledge–guided pastoralism policies while safeguarding young human rights defenders and preventing land dispossession.
2. Advance One Health and Mobility Rights that expand One Health actions to reduce zoonotic risks and secure safe, cross-border pastoral mobility for fair resource access in the Karamoja Cluster.
We call upon:
1. IGAD Member States
· Fully implement the IGAD Transhumance Protocol and stop the criminalization of pastoral mobility.
· Harmonize land tenure systems and protect joint rangelands use and management.
2.  	National Governments
· Ensure pastoralist representation in regional bodies, including the East Africa Legislative Assembly.
· Guarantee pastoralist community share in rangeland-based concessions and mining activities.
· Invest in youth innovation, livestock feed technologies, and scalable rangeland restoration.
· Integrate One Health approaches across all pastoral interventions.
-  Institutionalize annual Rangelands & Pastoralism Day.
 4. 	Global Partners (FAO, IYRP Global Alliance, UNESCO, UNCCD AND OTHERS)
· Recognize pastoralism as a global inclusion agenda.
· Strengthen support for peaceful coexistence, climate justice, and equitable resource access.
· Kobebe Dam should be recognized as a UNESCO Man-Made Biosphere Heritage Site supporting cross-border pastoral mobility.
 5. 	Civil Society & Development Partners
· Advance peacebuilding across the Eastern Africa cluster to ensure secure mobility and human–wildlife coexistence; with the youths at the center of the talks. 
· Vision Beyond 2026
· Establish a Decade for Resilient Rangelands and Sustainable Pastoralism.
· Introduce an annual Rangelands & Pastoralism Day.
· Develop a youth governance structure or secretariat to coordinate Global Pastoralist Youth Forum efforts and knowledge exchange across the 11 regions of IYRP.
We, the youth of Eastern Africa, commit to championing resilient rangelands, peaceful coexistence, climate justice, and the future of pastoralism. We call upon all stakeholders to stand with us as we secure the dignity, rights, and survival of pastoralist communities today and for generations to come.
***************************************************************************
NAME AND SIGNATORIES OF SHEPHERD REPRESENTATIVES
Shepherd – UGANDA
NAME…………………………………SIGNATURE………………………………………..
Shepherd – Kenya
NAME…………………………………SIGNATURE………………………………………..
Shepherd – Tanzania
NAME…………………………………SIGNATURE……………………………………….
Shepherd – South Sudan
NAME…………………………………SIGNATURE……………………………………….
Witnessed by
Government of Uganda Representative
NAME………………………………. SIGN…………………………………….
Government of Kenya Representative
NAME………………………………. SIGN…………………………………….
Government of Tanzania Representative
NAME………………………………. SIGN……………………………………
Government of South Sudan Representative
NAME………………………………. SIGN……………………………………
IYRP Youth Working Group Global Coordinator
NAME………………………………. SIGN……………………………………
Youth CSOs representativeNAME………………………… SIGN…………………………ORG…………….
NAME………………………… SIGN…………………………ORG…………….
NAME………………………… SIGN…………………………ORG…………….
NAME………………………… SIGN…………………………ORG…………….
NAME………………………… SIGN…………………………ORG…………….
NAME………………………… SIGN…………………………ORG…………….
NAME………………………… SIGN…………………………ORG…………….

2

